Transfacial access for neurosurgical procedures: an extended role for the maxillofacial surgeon. I. The upper cervical spine and clivus.
A variety of osteoplastic flaps have been devised for transoral or extraoral access to the base of skull and the upper anterior cervical spine. Part I of this two-part review will describe access to the clivus and upper anterior cervical spine. Part II will describe access to the middle cranial fossa, the infratemporal fossa and the pterygoid (retromaxillary) "space".